B-3022 - B-3027 1795/1848-1876
2-50 E. Montgomery St. (North side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

The north side of the unit block of E. Montgomery St. is most
noteworthy for containing 36 E. Montgomery St., the earliest (1795)
surviving brick house in the Federal Hill area. The original two and
a half story high, three bay wide house, with two dormer windows and belt
course, is now in extreme disrepair, with the easternmost bay having
collapsed and large sections of the roof missing. On either side of
36 E. Montgomery St. there were originally a number of early two and a
half story houses, but these have all been razed, or replaced by later
structures. The western section of the block was not improved until
1848 when a row of two story plus attic brick houses (2-12 E. Montgomery
St.), and a row of three story, two bay wide, gable roofed houses (14-18,
and 20 E. Montgomery St.) were built. At the eastern end of the block
there is a group of large, three story, two bay wide Italianate-style
townhouses, with shed roofs and bracketed cornices, built in the early
1870's. 50 E. Montgomery St. is a three story, three bay wide brick
building with shed roof that until recently served a mixed commercial/
residential function. All of the houses in this block are currently
unoccupied, but have recently been sold by the city to private owners
and are awaiting renovation and rehabitation.
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This group of three story brick buildings with shed roof and bracketed
cornice replaced a row of 2 1/2 story houses that had originally formed part of
a group of such houses lining this end of Montgomery St. 38 E. Montgomery St.
has been covered with formstone.

The houses are a full three stories in height, about 12 1/2' wide, and extend
occupy-lotsi 85! deep.®: - . They are constructed in running bond, although
38 E. Montgomery St. has been covered with formstone. The shed roof is capped
by a wooden cornice that runs continuously across the three facades. It consists
of a deeply projecting crown molding supported by a row of carved modillions. The
lower part of .the cornices differ, however. -Under-the row of-modillions;-38
E. Montgomery Stechasca row of -stepped-back,-smaller,-vertically-orientedimodiliions.
The:cornice unit is-supported by two carved end brackets though the lower molding
strip they once connected to is gone. On 40 and 42 E. Montgomery St. there is a
row of cut-work scallops under the modillions with a plain freize area with lower
scalloped edge beneath. Three carved wooden brackets, of slightly different
design than the brackets on 38 E. Montgomery St.,connect to a lower molding strip,
thereby defining a plain brick freize area. Interestingly, the cornice of 38
E. Montgomery St. exactly matches the cornice of 44-46 E. Montgomery St., the
pair of houses adjoining 40-42 E. Montgomery.

All of the window and door openings of the group have splayed brick lintels and
wood sills. The lintels and sills of 38 E. Montgomery St. are currently hidden
by the formstone covering. No original sash remains and the openings are either
empty, boarded, or plastered over. The houses sits on low basements, the entrances
being reached by three wide stone steps. Each house has a small rectangular
coal opening located under the first floor window. An arched alleyway runs between
38 and 40 E. Montgomery St. A second arched alleyway runs back along the eastern
side of 42 E. Montgomery.

The houses have double front parlors, each with a fireplace and separated
by sliding paneled doors. The stairs are located in a stair hall to the rear of
the main section of the house, with an entrance to the stair hall leading from
the outside alleyway. Beyond the stair hall there is a 15' deep kitchen with
rear fireplace and built-in pantry. The original stairs, with scroll-carved
risers and turned newels and balusters survive, though in deteriorated condition.
Both front bedrooms on the second floor have fireplaces, as did the rear bedroom
located above the kitchen. The rooms are quite spacious, with 9' ceilings on the
first floor and 8'9" ceilings on the second and third floors. The first floor
front room is 16' deep; the rear parlor is 12' deep.

* Each house is two rooms deep with a three story high, one bay wide and
deep stair hall extension which connects the main house to a two story
high, two bay deep rear addition, followed by a later one story high, one

bay d ;
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This row of houses is representative of a fairly small group of large, Victorian-
style houses built in the Federal Hill area after the Civil War. The houses are
quite spacious, with double front parlors and five bedrooms and were built to
accomodate the rising number of middle-class residents in the area who had prospered
at local trades and businesses to the point where they could afford a large house
with some stylistic pretensionms.

These particular houses are of interest because their floor plans and most
original interior details are intact, including a built-in pantry in the kitchen
.-nd the stairway decorations. The houses are currently being offered for sale by
the City to private owners and will hopefully soon be renovated.

The builder, John T. Grindall, was quite active in the area, and Grindall St.
was named for him.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE

Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 3/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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38-42 E. Montgomery Street
Block 0896 Lots 023-025
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3025 38-42 E. Montgomery St

M.E.H. 4779

South elevation



